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Mother was born i n Es t e b n a , P o l a n d on January 7, 1902 to Anna 
S i k o r a (Marakwieca) and Joseph S i k o r a . She was one of e l e v e n 
c h i l d r e n , s i x of which d i e d b e f o r e they reached the age of f o u r . 
She had f o u r s i s t e r s ; Anna, Hedwig, Suzy and M a r i a . She had one 
b r o t h e r , George. Her Grandmother's name was Eva, her f a t h e r was an 
orphan who was p r e v i o u s l y m a r r i e d and was widowed. He had one son, 
John by h i s p r e v i o u s m a r r i a g e . 
Her f a t h e r owned a s m a l l farm and ran a d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e f o r 
farm produce. They l i v e d i n a l a r g e b i s e c t e d l o g house, the f a m i l y 
l i v e d on one s i d e w h i l e mother's h a l f - b r o t h e r , John and h i s f a m i l y 
l i v e d i n the o t h e r h a l f . Cooking was c a r r i e d out i n an open 
f i r e p l a c e . 
P o l i t i c a l l y , t h a t p o r t i o n of Poland where our p a r e n t s were 
born was r u l e d by A u s t r i a u n t i l 1919. The emperor, Franz Joseph was 
l i k e d but h i s p e r s o n a l l i f e was t r o u b l e d ; h i s b r o t h e r was k i l l e d i n 
Sp a i n which at t h a t time was b e i n g r u l e d by M a x i m i l l i o n , another 
b r o t h e r , F e r d i n a n d c o n t r o l l e d l a r g e t r a c t s of l a n d i n both P o l a n d 
and A u s t r i a but was a s s a s s i n a t e d i n Y u g o s l a v i a , ( t h i s caused World 
War One). A son committed s u i c i d e because he was not a l l o w e d t o 
marry the woman of h i s c h o i c e . B e f o r e Poland's independence, 
mother's b r o t h e r was c a p t u r e d i i n the f i r s t w o r l d war. He r e t u r n e d 
to P o l a n d i n 1919 th r o u g h the* g e n e r o s i t y of a P o l i s h b e n e f a c t o r , 
General Hawler. \ i h 
School was compulsory between the ages of 6 and 14. A normal 
day at s c h o o l would b e g i n w i t h t h e " Our F a t h e r " f o l l o w e d by 
a r i t h m e t i c , grammar, r e a d i n g e t c . R e l i g i o n was taught one hour per 
week. G i r l s were taught c r a f t s r e l a t e d t o home making w h i l e boys 
were taught c r a f t s w i t h which t o make a l i v i n g . A f t e r s c h o o l hours 
mother tended the c a t t l e . D u r i n g the summer break mother would tend 
the c a t t l e and h e l p her s i s t e r w i t h her f o u r c h i l d r e n as u n c l e 
Joseph was e i t h e r i n the f i r s t World war or e s t a b l i s h i n g h i m s e l f i n 
America. R e c r e a t i o n i n the w i n t e r was commonly s l e d d i n g . 
A f t e r she f i n i s h e d her s c h o o l i n g at grade e i g h t mother a p p l i e d 
to e n t e r a convent b u t ^ f i n a n c i a l 1y was unab l e . When she reached the 
age of about 21 her s i s t e r asked h e r t o accompany her to America 
and c o v e r t l y made a l l the arrangements. She was t o l d t h a t her 
s i s t e r ' s husband Joe was i n America and t h a t he had a b r o t h e r t h e r e 
who wanted t o marry h e r . She agreed. 
Mother e m i g r a t e d t o Canada i n 1924 w i t h her p o s s e s s i o n s 
c o n s i s t i n g o f ; bedding, two p i l l o w s , a f e a t h e r t i c k and two t a b l e 
s e r v i c e s . She l e f t her home i n a r a i l c a t t l e c ar f o r a one day 
voyage t o the p o r t of Danz i g . From t h i s p o r t she boarded the sea 
l i n e r " Andrea" f o r an e i g h t day t r a n s - A t l a n t i c voyage t o Quebec 
c i t y . She was d e t a i n e d here f o r t h r e e days a w a i t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
from her f u t u r e husband t o c l a r i f y her s t a t u s . Meanwhile her s i s t e r 
Aunt Hedwig and her f a m i l y of f o u r went ahead. Her t r a i n t r i p 
l a s t e d f i v e days she r e c a l l s b e i n g accompanied by a f e l l o w 
immigrant from Sweden. She and her companion were g i v e n a banana by 
a s y m p a t h e t i c companion the f i r s t they had ever seen. They t r i e d 
e a t i n g i t w i t h o u t p e e l i n g i t and d e c i d e d t o throw i t out the 
window. 
She a r r i v e d i n Edmonton where she bought her s e l f some new 
c l o t h e s and c o n t i n u e d on by t r a i n t o Athabasca a t r i p t h a t l a s t e d 
a l l day. She a r r i v e d i n Athabasca at around t e n to e l e v e n pm. The 
t r a i n was met by a conductor c a r r y i n g a c o a l o i l l a n t e r n but t h e r e 
was no one t h e r e t o meet mother. She was a d v i s e d t o go to the H o t e l 
where she f i n a l l y met Un c l e Joe who s a i d he was l o o k i n g f o r her at 
the t r a i n s t a t i o n but presumably c o u l d not r e c o g n i z e her because 
she was wearing the new c l o t h e s . They went to the r i v e r bank where 
the h o r s e s were t i e d up and where mother f i r s t met my f a t h e r . 
F a t h e r appeared shy and t o l d mother to proceed w i t h u n c l e Joe to 
h i s home where Aunt Hedwig was u n t i l he f i n i s h e d t h r e s h i n g . 
They were m a r r i e d by proxy which was l a t t e r c o n f i r m e d by a 
chu r c h wedding h e l d on January 19. The t r i p t o the church was by a 
s l e i g h p u l l e d on the Athabasca r i v e r by the horses B e r t and P r i n c e . 
The temperature was minus 50 F., f a t h e r f r o z e h i s nose. The 
ma r r i a g e was c a r r i e d out i n the P r i e s t ' s r e s i d e n c e because the 
chu r c h was too c o l d . Payment was two load s of wood. 
E a r l y m a r r i e d l i f e meant e i g h t c h i l d r e n i n n i n e y e a r s , the 
farm p r o s p e r e d , m a t e r i a l s as w e l l . H i r e d hands i n c l u d e d ; Paul 
L u p e z i w i c e , John W a l l a c h , 'John Zuk, Fr e d Noakes and at t h r e s h i n g , 
A r c h i e Ryan. The h i r e d l a d i e s i n c l u d e d ; Helen Doreshenko, Mrs Grum, 
T r e k l a and Mary L a b e t t e , Mrs Bodnar, Ann B y r t u s (John B y r t u s ' s 
w i f e ) and Ann Ryp«en. The daughter's work i n c l u d e d ; m i l k i n g cows, 
washing f l o o r s and d i s h e s and c l o t h e s and p i c k i n g b e r r i e s . The sons 
d u t i e s i n c l u d e d working on the l a n d and t e n d i n g the a n i m a l s . 
Mother and F a t h e r t r i e d t o h e l p t h e i r f e l l o w immigrants and 
ne i g h b o u r s when they ,wer£i a b l e . Once a f a m i l y of e l e v e n a r r i v e d 
from the U k r a i n e ( t h e ^ ^ ISPes) , they were p e n n i l e s s . F a t h e r o f f e r e d 
the men the job of s t o o k i n g . That p a r t i c u l a r year F a t h e r had an o l d 
b i n d e r which cut the g r a i n p o o r l y , l e a v i n g much of i t b e h i n d . He 
o f f e r e d the women i n t h i s f a m i l y the g r a i n t h a t the b i n d e r d i d not 
p i c k up which they g r a t e f u l l y d i d . The women a l s o h e l p e d p i c k 
p o t a t o e s . The end r e s u l t was t h a t t h i s f a m i l y ended up w i t h a l l the 
p o t a t o e s they wanted and f o r t y f i v e b u s h e l s of wheat much of which 
was t u r n e d i n t o f l o u r and p o r r i d g e . They have remained l i f e l o n g 
f r i e n d s . 
Another i n c i d e n t concerns an I n d i a n f a m i l y . Mother and F a t h e r 
had j u s t r e t u r n e d from m i d n i g h t mass w i t h t h e i r two c h i l d r e n , Mary 
aged one and A l e x aged t h r e e months. They had j u s t put the c h i l d r e n 
to bed and t u r n e d out the l i g h t when t h e r e was a knock on the door. 
There s t o o d an I n d i a n f a m i l y w i t h two s m a l l c h i l d r e n the same age 
as Mary and A l e x , they asked i f they c o u l d spend the n i g h t . F a t h e r 
s a i d they c o u l d i f they d i d not mind s l e e p i n g on some hay on the 
f l o o r t o which they g l a d l y agreed. The next morning Mother o f f e r e d 
them p o r r i d g e and buns, which they d e c l i n e d p r e f e r r i n g t h e i r 
pemmican i n s t e a d . F i n a l l y a f t e r f e e d i n g t h e i r horses they asked 
what they owed f o r the l o d g i n g s F a t h e r s a i d n o t h i n g but a d m i r i n g 
the moccasins on one of t h e i r b a b i e s f e e t asked i f they c o u l d drop 
o f f a p a i r whenever they passed by a g a i n . As i t happened they had' 
a p a i r w i t h them and Mary was t i c k l e d p i n k . 
Mother has been f r e q u e n t l y i l l but p r e f e r s not to r e c a l l these 
t i m e s . I 
